
Temporary exhibition

If there is one country that has fascinated artists
and audiences since the 19th century, it is Japan.
Closed to the West around 1639, the Land of the
Rising Sun was forced to open its borders under
American pressure in 1853 and sign several trade
treaties with European nations in the late 1850s.
Discovering Western modernity, Japan then
underwent a period of upheaval during which the
country gradually abandoned its traditions and
feudal system to become one of the most
advanced nations of the time. This transition from
the Edo period (1603-1868) to the Meiji period
(1868-1912) was accompanied by intense trade
with Europe. Japanese trinkets and ukiyo-e prints,
symbols of a bygone era, were sent to the other
side of the world, much to the delight of European
merchants and collectors.

Japoniaiseries. 
Japanese fantasies in the
time of Félicien Rops

↘ 18.10.25 - 15.02.26

Katsushika Hokusai, Femme à sa toilette, around 1797, print. 
Paris, Guimet museum, inv. EO 1758.

Press release

Katsushika Hokusai, Vent fin, matin clair. Séries Trente-six vues du
Mont Fuji, around 1829-1833, print. Royal Library of Belgium
, inv. S.IV 24510.



In nearly 20 years, the wave of Japonism –
according to the term invented by Philippe Burty
in 1872 – swept across France and its
neighbours. Far from inspiring only the most
renowned writers and collectors, Japanese art
also aroused the curiosity of artists. Fascinated
by the philosophy of the ukiyo-e school, the
bright colours, unusual compositions and exotic
iconography of Japanese prints, many painters,
drawers and engravers, in search of artistic
renewal, found new models and avenues of
reflection for their art in the work of Hokusai,
Hiroshige and Utamaro, to name but the most
influential.

Like many of his colleagues, Félicien Rops did
not escape this Japanese influence. Settling
permanently in Paris in 1874, the artist from
Namur rubbed shoulders with Japanese circles
and events a large part of his career. Rops
dreamed of Japan... and at the same time,
defended himself against it. He created, yet
criticised and condemned, what he called
‘Japoniaiseries’, a word combining “Japan” and
‘niaiseries’ (nonsense) invented by one of his
acquaintances, the writer Champfleury.

List of Japanese-influenced artists on display

Gaston Bouy, Félix Bracquemond, François-Rupert Carabin, Gisbert Combaz, Edgar Degas, Louise De
Hem, Louise Desbordes, Auguste Donnay, James Ensor, Léon Londot, Yoann Lossel, Édouard Manet,
Georgette Meunier, Armand Rassenfosse, George Rochegrosse, Auguste Rodin, Félicien Rops and his
children Paul and Claire, Eugène Rousseau, Eugène Siberdt, Henry Somm, Léon Spilliaert, Alfred
Stevens, Fernand Toussaint, Jean-Marie Vivès and Verrerie Burgon-Schwerer.

Félicien Rops, À Armand Gouzien qui aime les japoniaiseries, 
years 1870-1880, drawing. Les Amis du musée Rops, inv. AMIS D 007

Kitagawa Utamaro, Amour profondément caché. Séries Anthologie
poétique: section de l’amour, around 1793-1794, print. 
Paris, Guimet Museum, inv. EO 1654.



After collaborating with Mr Bacchus on the series
Les Dames au pantin and with Nota Bene on the
exhibition L’Album du diable, we are delighted to
announce our third partnership with a content
creator!

For the exhibition ‘Japoniaiseries. Japanese
Fantasies in the Time of Félicien Rops’, we are
delighted to be working with Manon Bril, a doctor
of history, videographer and passionate
populariser, known for her channel ‘C'est une autre
histoire’ (It's Another Story).

Manon will share her perspective on the exhibition
and her discoveries on her social media channels,
taking her community on a journey through the
fascinating world of Japonism and Félicien Rops's
take on this aesthetic.

This partnership is part of our desire to open the
museum to new audiences by collaborating with
creative and inspiring voices on the web.

Stay tuned to discover Manon's exclusive content
and immerse yourself in the unique world of the
Japonisme exhibition at the Rops Museum.

Manon Bril

New partnership at the
Rops Museum!



Exploring this ambiguity, the exhibition takes over
the museum's permanent collection and
temporary exhibition rooms to present the
Japanese influences in Félicien Rops' art: from
the introduction of Japanese motifs to the
assimilation of Japanese art principles and
methods into his own modernity. It traces the
artist's Japanese-inspired network, whether
artistic or familial, French or Belgian, and shows
how Rops gradually adopted the spirit of ukiyo-e
and drew inspiration, directly or indirectly, from
the greatest Japanese artists of the Edo period.

Félicien Rops' works will be exhibited alongside
other Japonist productions from the 19th century,
notably those cited – praised or criticised – by
the artist or produced by his acquaintances
(Ensor, Manet, Rassenfosse, Rodin, Stevens, etc.).

Several Japanese prints and objects from the Edo
and Meiji periods, which were once sources of
inspiration for painters, drawers and engravers,
will also be on display, as well as several “pop
culture” productions, in order to show how certain
iconographic themes have been reused
throughout art and history, from the Japanese
masters to the present day, via Rops and his
circle.

List of Japanese artists on display

Suzuki Harunobu, Utagawa Hiroshige, Totoya Hokkei, Katsushika Hokusai, Utagawa Kunitora, Utagawa
Kuniyoshi, Kitagawa Utamaro and many other Japanese sculptors and drawers from the
Edo and Meiji periods.

Auguste Rodin, La Pieuvre, around 1900, drawing. 
Paris, Rodin Museum, inv. D.1526

Yoann Lossel, Le Rêve de la femme du pêcheur, 2021, drawing.
Artist’s Collection



Dates Activities Pricing

↘ Saturday 18.10.25
from 1:30 PM until 6 PM

Festive opening reception with guided
tours and two traditional Japanese
shamisen and koto concerts by Aki Sato.

Free

↘ Saturday 25.10.25
from 2 PM until 4:30 PM

Guided tour for families (children aged
7+) followed by a creative workshop
“made in Japan”. An activity organised
by Marmaille & Co.

Free

↘ Saturday 08.11.25
from 1:30 PM

Themed day: “From Rops & botany to
Japanese ikebana”. Guided tour by
Thomas Cleerebaut, exhibition curator,
followed by a lecture and ikebana
workshop by Astrid Maton from the Saga
Goryu school.

10 € - Conference & guided tour
30 € - Full day (12p)

↘ Friday 21.11.25
at 11:30 AM

Lunch conference with Sophie Basch
(Sorbonne University), professor in
French literature: ‘Japon(n)erie,
japon(i)aiserie, japonisme’.

10 €
(museum entrance and lunch incl.)

↘ Friday 12.12.25
at 12:30 PM

Apé’Rops by Thomas Cleerebaut, curator
of the exhibition: ‘Félicien Rops and
Japanese Modernity’.

10 €
(museum entrance and lunch incl.)

↘ Friday 19.12.25
at 2 PM

An introduction to the philosophy and
tasting of Japanese tea with Anne-
Sophie Dagneau, tea expert and lecturer.

10 €
(museum entrance and tasting incl.)

↘ Friday 16.01.26
at 11:30 AM

Lunch conference with Freya Terryn
(UCLouvain), postdoctoral researcher
specialising in 18th- and 19th-century
Japanese arts and visual culture:
“Belgian artists and Hokusai manga”.

10 €
(museum entrance and lunch incl.)

↘ Saturday 31.01.26
From 10 AM

Themed day: ‘Japan mania & manga’.
Meet Belgian manga artist Ayaluna, take
part in an introductory workshop on
manga-style drawing, and enjoy various
manga-related activities.

10 € 
(museum entrance incl.)

↘ Sunday
02.11.25   -   07.12.25
04.01.26   -   01.02.26

Free entrance to the museum. Self-
guided tour of the exhibition with a
guide on hand to answer your questions.

Free

Info
For all these activities:
information + booking required
Attention: all activities are in French !

+32 81 77 67 55
info@museerops.be

Related activities



12 rue Fumal
5000 Namur

+32 81 77 67 55
info@museerops.be

Exhibition curator: 
Thomas CLEEREBAUT, Assistant curator

responsible for the collections of the Félicien Rops Museum

Press contact:
Valérie Minten

info@museerops.be - 081 / 77 53 70

www.museerops.be 
Open Tuesday to Sunday from 10 AM to 6 PM Last admission at 5 PM

Closed on 24, 25 and 31 December 2025 and 1 January 2026

Ticket: €8 / €4 (concessions, groups)
Free: FWB schools, under 12, Art. 27, first Sunday of the month

1-hour guided tour by reservation (€60 + admission - max. 25 people)


